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“This book examines various legal and political institutions and
procedures and argues that the desirability of these institutions and
procedures is not contingent and does not hinge on the prospects that
these institutions are conducive to the realization of valuable ends.”
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“[B]y uncovering the rationale underlying judicial review, it becomes
clear that what the term ‘judicial’ stands for is not judges or courts but
a distinctive process of deliberation — the process consisting of raising
grievances, addressing these grievances and deciding on the basis of
this deliberation.” (229 'nY)
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“Political and legal entrenchment of rights helps to construct such a
common culture and therefore to facilitate the exercise of autonomy.
By protecting paradigmatic cases of valuable autonomous choices,
denying protection in cases in which the decision was not reached in
the designated ways and elaborating the rationales underlying such
decisions, the legal system contributes to the formation of autonomy-
enhancing practices. Further, constructing such a culture often requires
not merely the protection of a right but also establishing and sustaining
other institutional practices that reflect the respect owed to autonomously
made choices.” (42 '1Y)
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“Under this view, the private provision of ‘punishment’ in fact amounts
to the mere imposition of pain and suffering by one private person
on another, necessarily failing to realize punishment’s intrinsic good
of expressing, not to mention conveying, condemnation for public
wrongs. Alternatively, the person inflicting the sanction conveys his
own judgment concerning the act, rather than that of the state. But his
own judgment deserves no greater attention than that of the person who
is subjected to the sanction. It follows that there is an interdependence
between the provision of the good resulting from punishment — censure
— and the agent performing it such that providing the good is contingent
upon its being provided by a public official.” (98-97 'nY)
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“I was guided by the attempt to look at... [the legal] institutions from
within through the perspective of those who support and cherish them.”
(230 'nYy)
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